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Here, daughters will manage panchayat

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Vadodara/Anand: You should be
educated, unmarried and a daugh-
ter of the same village. These are
arethethreecriteriaforbecominga
villagehead at Anand’s Siswa gram
panchayat. For the first time, this
village near Borsad town in Anand
is setting an example of sorts by al-
lowing their college going daugh-
terstomanagethe panchayat.
Ahead of the gram panchayat
polls, 12 girls between 18 and 26
years, have filed their nominations
to become gram panchayat mem-
bers and sarpanch. These girls are
set to get elected uncontested as Sis-
wa village will register another re-
cord of becominga ‘samras’ village
—fourth time inarow.
Chief minister Narendra Modi
had introduced the ‘samras’
schemeadecade agotopromotesar
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WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT

panchs and gram panchayat mem-
bers getting elected unanimously
without competitive politics.
“From last three terms, we have
been electing a woman as our sar-
panch unanimously under the sam-
ras scheme. In 1995, we had a gener-
al seat but we got a woman —
Pravinaben Patel — elected as sar-
panch. Later, she continued for an-

other five-year term. In 2005, when
it was declared as an OBC seat, we
continued to have a woman sar-
panch in Jayaben Harijan,” former
deputy sarpanch of the village Pra-
veen Patel told TOL :

“It was five years ago that we got
an entire body of woman represen-
tatives in our gram panchayat. But
now we feel that we should take an-
other stepahead. We should notjust
elect womanrepresentatives, butal-
so ensure that they are educated
and unmarried - so that fresh ideas
can develop our village,” says for-
mer sarpanch Shailesh Patel.

After becominga ‘samras’anda
100 per cent gram panchayat with
woman representatives, thisvillage
having a population of hardly 7,000

‘persons, has already won Presi-

dent’s award and declared as ‘Nir-
mal Gram Panchayat’ by the Guja-
ratgovernment.



